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Objectives and Plans
Objective: To improve a child's current health and guarantee future health.
Plan to Meet Objective: a. be aware of all health care needs of the children
and provide the necessary treatments; b. provide preventive services
(immunization, health care education, personal hygiene); c. teach the family
about health care needs (acquaint the parents with doctors and services that
are able to providing care);

Objective: To improve a child's nutrition.
Plan to Meet Objective: a. provide meals and snacks that are nutritious; b.
model good nutrition (eat with the children at snacks and meals and eat what
they are having); c. prepare activities that promote good nutrition (cooking
activities a least once a week, taste testing different items)

Objective: To provide a classroom that is safe.
Plan to Meet Objective: a. arrange the classroom as safely as possible
(prevent falls, suffocation or strangulation, toxic intake, and drowning,); b.
have a first aid kit in case of accident; c. know what to do in case of a
emergency (First aid and CPR training)

Objective: To provide a well-arranged environment that fosters learning.
Plan to Meet Objective: a. have all seven dimensions integrated into the
classroom (1. open by having an attitude that perpetuates exploration and
experimentation, 2. complex materials that allow for improvisation, 3.
high/low mobility by having areas both inside and out and materials that can
help foster gross motor skills, 4. large group/individual times are used to
help structure the day, 5. have softness by provide responsiveness on a
sensual-tactile level, 6. intrusion/seclusion by providing areas where the
child can be part of a group or alone, 7. risk/safety by providing a happy
medium where the child is safe but still able to explore.)

(

Objective: To provide a team that helps meet the needs of the children.
Plan to Meet Objective: a. provide people and services that that are
appropriate to the children (have a hearing and screening test twice a year,
have a police officer come in to talk about drugs, or have a peer tutor group
with the third graders); b. meet and collaborate with all people involved with
the children; c. keep in consent contact with individuals that deal with
specific children (speech therapist, occupational therapist) to make sure we
are working together

Objective: Create and foster an atmosphere that promotes openness so that
both the parents and teachers feel able to talk to one another.
Plan to Meet Objective: a. provide open communication between parents
and teachers
(daily communication, "Special Sharer" program - see Family
Connections); b. provide areas and groups that allow the parents to voice
their ideas and concerns (Parent Exchange board, parent boards and
committees - see Family Connections)

Objective: To provide a diverse classroom.
Plan to Meet Objective: a. provide opportunities for the children to explore
other cultures (taste testing ethnic food, reading books, supplying pictures
inviting parents and families in to share, and information about other
cultures); b. structure a program that invites the family to share knowledge
("Special Sharer" program - see Family Connections); c. foster a classroom
atmosphere that promotes multiculturalism (discuss diversity in a positive
and open way)

Objective: To promote independence and self-help skills.
Plan to Meet Objective: a. staff training on developmentally appropriate
practices; b. provide activities that foster independence; c. provide
opportunities for children to complete tasks by themselves
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Objective:

To promote respect in the classroom.

Plan to Meet Objective: a. show respect to the children (give choices
instead of saying no, listen to the child on his or hers level); b. make
classroom as a group and adhere to them

Objective: To provide a classroom that is developed and individualized for
the children.
Plan to Meet Objective: a. using a Work Sample form of assessment on
each child to provided developmentally appropriate activities; b. low teacher
child ratio

Objective: To promote reading and language development.
Plan to Meet Objective: a. bathe the children in language and literacy
(label objects in the room, read appropriate books often, and see Lesson
Plans); b. provide opportunities for creative writing and drawing (see
Literacy in Basic Concepts)

Objective:

To promote scientific thinking and mathematics skills.

Plan to Meet Objective: a. provide experiences that allow the children to
explore the world around them (see Lesson Plans); b. give the children
hands-on opportunities to touch, feel, and learn about concepts involved in
math (see Lesson Plans)

Objective:

To promote understanding of social feelings.

Plan to Meet Objective: a. provide opportunities for the children to
become part of a classroom community (child decided classroom rules); b.
provide experiences that show different cultures and how they are similar
and different form us (Special Sharers program - see Family Connections);
c. provide experiences that revolve around the 10 social studies strands (see
Lesson Plans)

General Daily Activities
~
This is a large room in the middle of the school for large
muscle activities. Children at school before 7:30 will play in here until I'll
pick them up at 7:30. Parent volunteers are watching the children during
this time and plan one activity. The rest of the time the children have open
choices. Also, when it rains we will go to the Great Room instead of going
outside. There are large climbers, slides, and balls.
~:
During open time, the students will be able to enjoy all areas of
the room, like blocks, carpet activities, mailing/writing center, math center,
puzzles, dramatic play area, reading area, animals, art area, computer area,
and books (see Basic Centers).
~
Everyday after breakfast and after clean up the children will go to
their color table. (The children will be divided into five heterogeneous
groups of four by colors and each color is assigned to a table.) The children
will sign in and then read the question. They are given time to research the
answer. (see Literacy in Basic Concepts)
Circle Time: After answering the Sign In Question, the students will come
to the carpet area for circle time. As a group we have several tasks to do.
The daily helper is chosen, every child has a chance to do this job. First he
or she has to 'Change the Day', with advice, if needed, by the larger group.
Then he or she would change the 'Weather Chart'. Next we would talk
about what has happened in 'Our Lives'. Then we would see who was here.
Last we would discuss the Sign In Question as a group and sometimes
debate it. This time will help with the children's communication skills. In
addition to the everyday tasks on certain days we have additional tasks:
Monday: Every week there are jobs in the classroom to do
including, line leader, door holder, errand runner,
lunch helper (2), snack helper, cot helper and
animal feeder. On every Monday, during Circle
Time, will change jobs. Every child will have
a chance to do every job.
Wednesday: Poem Day.
~
During this time our efforts are directed towards literacy
activities. On most Tuesday and Thursday we will write in our journals (see

(

Literacy in Basic Concepts). The rest of the days are open to fit the theme
we are working on. Open center also allows me work with a group or
individuals as needed. We can also do book extenders during this time.
~
During this time, we can do special activities as a group or by
our color group like, making a book, reading a book and doing an story
extender, or a group art project. We could also have a 'Special Sharer'
(someone who comes into the classroom and share's knowledge about
something he or she cares about). On most Fridays, we will work on our
portfolio (see Portfolio in Basic Concept). Sometimes we will use this time
to catch up, or just relax and practice new skills. (Open Time)
~
During outside time the children will be free to climb on the
jungle gym, swing on the swing, ride the bikes, play on the grassy area,
enjoy sidewalk games, or do the outside activity.
~
This is the time of day the children have to relax. Every child
has a cot with his or her name on it. During this time, the cot helper will get
the cots out (this will also help the children get to know each other's names).
The children have to lay on their cots for at least 30 minutes and up to an
hour. They can look at books while on their cots. After 30 to 40 minutes,
the children that are ready to can get up and very quietly playa one person
game or work on a puzzle (see Math Games in Math section). This way the
children that need a nap in the afternoon can and the children that don't need
a nap are not forced to, but everyone gets a chance to relax.
~
During this time our efforts are directed towards math
activities. The majority of the week we will spend this time in our math
centers. Sometimes we will use this time to learn a new math concept.
~

Monday and Wednesday are Art days.
Tuesday and Thursday are Music days.
Friday is Show 'n' Tell day.

Basic Centers
Dramatic PIa Center: This area of the room is basically set up to enhance
the children's play. The theme of the area will change often, from such
ideas as beach day, to restaurant, to doctor's office. The room is equipped
with the basic house furniture: stove, sink, refrigerator, food and dishes,
cubbies (for clothes), table and chairs, baby chair and cradle. This objects
can be change or moved out when the theme changes. Another important
part of this center (that might not always be near the Play center) is the Doll
House area. In this area, there is a house with dolls and clothes. The dolls
represent several different nationalities, genders, and ages. This is a good
area for the children to express their feelings about home life.
Art Center: This area has two parts that can be separated in the room. There
are two painting easels that are open during the most of the day after the
work is done and during open times. The children get their own paint (that
is already mixed up with dish soap in smaller easier to handle bottles) and
they clean up their own mess (wash the paintbrushes, hang up picture to dry,
and wipe up any mess they made). Each child has a cup of canyons and a
pair of scissors with his or her name on it. These cups on in a colored
container that match the color group the child is in. The children are able to
use the canyons through out the day. On the tile floor, there is also a small
area with glue, paper, chalk, markers, paste, and other art supplies. Also, in
this area is play dough or modeling clay (this helps with expressing
feelings).
Block and C et Center: This area is large and carpeted.
activities done in this center (when it is open) are building
large and small blocks (such as wooden blocks and waffle
area, along with the Lego's, Lincoln Log's, farm animals,
plastic animals.

The majority of
activities. The
blocks) are in this
and other hard

Puzzle and Game Center: The majority of the games in this area are
homemade and deal with the themes we are working on in the classroom
like, patterning, sequencing, part and whole, and matching. The other store
bought games like Trouble and Dominos are good for learning rules and tum
taking. Puzzles are good for part and whole ideas, working on something till
the end, and matching.
.

Mailin IWritin Center: This area in the room is for mailing each other and
outsider's letters, post cards, and pictures. It is also the writing center in the
classroom. There is paper, pens, pencils, and stencils. Everything in the
room is labeled. If anyone needs help spelling something, I would help him
or her sound out the word or point him or her to a source where the word is
spelled. The children will be able to write (or draw) thank you letters to our
'Special Sharers'. They can also draw, write, and send letters sharing the
new skills they are learning. We have a post office box for each of the
children and myself. This is one of the Centers that are open during the
Language Time. It is a great way for the children to work on their writing
skills in a way that is interesting and exciting to them.
~
The area is warm and inviting. This area is one of the
smaller places in the room to give the children a chance to retreat from the
open classroom. There are several books in a bookshelf, display shelf, bean
bags, stuffed animals, and poster on the wall. The books can be read and
looked at in the area or taking to a more open place in the room. (These are
the books the children are read during quite time.) This area is open during
Language Time.
~
There is a resource area in the room that will have basic
books like a children's dictionary and thesaurus. In addition to these types
of books, there will also be information books that coincide with our theme.
~
This center includes a discovery box that coincides with the
class room theme. This area is usually a table where the children can come
and work hands on with objects. However, it can also be the water table
when we are talking about sinking or the animal cages when we are
discussing animals. The Science Center is the most movable area in the
classroom.
~
This area of the room is where the computer is. There is
several different programs that are available for continual use, like Bailey's
Book House, Sammy's Science House, Living books, Crayola Art Studio,
Kindergarten JumpStart, Lamb Chop Loves Music, Carmen Sandiego Junior
Detective, Mixed-up Mother Goose, and Let's Pretend Playground. In
addition to these, there can be a theme program if available and appropriate.

Basic Concepts
I am planning to have an integrated curriculum, an approach to
curricular organization in which the lines separating subject matter areas
from one another are erased and discrete subject matter areas disappear. To
make things easier I am listing out the basic concepts (or subjects).
(Wolfinger 335) However, I am hoping to integrate the curriculum as often
as possible, in meaningful activities.
~:
A complete program that helps facilitate the ability to use
language effectively and efficiently in all forms of communication.
Extended Sign-In Procedure: In the beginning, of the year the sign
in paper will have the date at the top of the paper next to the line that says
"Please sign in". There will also be 4 lines, one for each child to write his
or her name on. As the year goes on, I will add a question. (McGee 248)
The purpose of the question is two-fold. First of all, the students will have
to read or decipher the question. Secondly, they will have to answer the
question. The first questions will be easy personal questions like Are you
questions (Are you 5 or 6 years old? or Are you a boy or a girl?). As the
year goes on, the question will turn to 'resource' question, ones that the
students will have to look up the answers to. This way the children can
look up the answer to the question themselves. Also they will be learning
how to find information in a book.
Word of the Day: Done during circle time, this activity allows the
children to choose words to be placed on Words of the Day sheet. The
date will also be written on the sheet. At the beginning of the year, I will
write the words that the children think of. As the year goes on the daily
helper will write the words she or he chooses and the date. (McGee 251)
Letter from Aunt Sue and Uncle Fred: About once a week or so,
Aunt Sue and Uncle Ted will send a letter (on a very big sheet of paper) to
the Kindergartens. The letter will tell the children about where they are or
what they are doing. I will first let the children look at the letter, this way
they can show me what they know already (What Can You Teach Us'?).
For example, Dawn might go up to the letter D in Dear and say that letter
is in my name. I will then ask her to demonstrate how the letter sounds.
As the year goes on the children will be able to sound out more letters and
read more of the letter and words on their own. (see - Language section
in Unit)

Shared Reading: My shared reading consist of four steps: (1) I will
let the children look at the section of reading, allowing the children to
become oriented the children to the print (What Can You Teach Us?) (2) I
read aloud a section of large text that is written on a sheet, chart, or big
book, (3) the children and I read the section together, (4) the children read
the section by themselves. (McGee 256) The Letter activity is an example
of shared reading.
Instructional writing: I am able to demonstrate for the children how
written language works. I will keep a dry erase board near me. As I am
reading a big book and I come across a word that the children think is a
different word like, on and they think it says no. I will use this time as a
teachable moment to show the difference. This type of activity can be
planned or can be added to the day as needed.
Journal: The children will have journals that they write in at least
twice a week. Sometimes I will select a topic dealing with our current
theme. Sometimes the children will decide what they want to write about.
During the beginning of the year, the children will probably have more
pictures to describe their ideas rather than words. As the year progresses,
the children will learn how to write more words and their journals will
reflect that. The journals will also be a part of the portfolio assessment.
Making Books: Books are important part of learning reading and
writing. Because of that idea children are going to be making books often
We will sometimes make books as a large group, sometimes in our color
groups, and sometimes individually.
Drop Everything and Read: This is not a set time of the day, however
it is done daily. During this time of the day, every person in the room
finds some form of reading to enjoy. It is important for me to model how
important reading is.
Math: This aspect of the curriculum concerned with conceptualization of
mathematical concepts. The curriculum is conceptually oriented and should
actively involve the children. Concrete materials are used to allow the
children to explore and help the children understand and interpret their
world. (Wolfinger 60-65) There is a broad range of concepts that we are
going to learn about during the year, including: problem solving, patterning,
estimation, whole number concepts and skills, measurements, and
mathematical connections. Also the children will have experiences with
gathering, organizing, construing, reading, and interpreting basic displays of
d~a.
.
Math Games: There will always be math games out, mostly

homemade. These games. work on concepts like part/whole, patterning,
whole numbers, and matching. The games will change often and relate to
the current theme. (see - Math and Science section in Unit)
Changing the Day: The concept behind this idea is to help the
children with whole number skills, help them to learn the days of the
week and to get a better understanding of money. This idea has several
parts to it. First we change the day of the week and talk about the number
and day of the week. Then we will change the day chart (yesterday, today,
and tomorrow). Next we add another number to the roll count (a
continuously running number strip). Then we add a UNIX cube to the ten
day count (using AB pattering), a stick to the daily count (bundle up every
10 and tie together 10 bundle for a hundred). Last we add another penny
to the money count and do any exchanging of nickels and dimes as
needed.
lOOth Day Celebration: On the hundredth day of school, we will
have a big celebration which will include a collage of a hundred items that
each child will make, I will wear a hundred pieces of clothing, and we
will have a hundred different types of food.
Science: This aspect of the curriculum concerned with conceptualization of
scientific concepts. The curriculum includes activities that help to make the
world understandable, that shows science is a combination of logic and
imagination, that knowledge is durable, explainable, testable, and
predictable, and that evidence is needed to prove concepts. (Wolfinger 5760) It is important to present science as a complex social activity. I will use
a hands on, discovery learning approach and have concrete objects for them
to use.
Weather Chart: This is a series of yes and no questions for the daily
helper to answer about the weather. There is a long strip of paper with yes
on one side and no on the other. illthe middle is a picture of a weather
occurrence like, the sun, raindrops, clouds, snow, and the wind. The daily
helper has to move each section of the weather chart to yes or no,
depending on the weather outside.
Science Games: These games will revolve around the theme and
will be used to help the children to understand concepts being taught. The
games tend to be very active and hands on. (see - Math and Science
section in Unit)
Graphs: This is an important ritual in our classroom, it is a way we
learn about the world around us, each other, and ourselves. We do graphs
that revolve around math, language, and social studies.
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~
An integrated study of the social sciences and humanities to
promote civic competence. Integrating the ten stands of social studies into
the everyday curriculum does this. The stands are as follows: I) culture, 2)
time, continuity, and change, 3) people, places, and environments, 4)
individual development and identity, 5) individual and groups, 6) power,
authority and government, 7) production, distribution, and consumption, 8)
science, technology, and society, 9) global connections, 10) civic ideals and
practices. The key is to bring the ideas to the children on their level, here are
a few ways. (Stockard 10)
Voting on Rules: At the beginning of the year, the class will sit
down and agree on the classroom rules.
Our Lives: During this time of circle time, the children are able to
express new things that are going on in their lives, like who has lost a
tooth, who has a new baby in the house, who has special news, and who
is having a Birthday.
Class Voting: This will happen when, as a class, we have to make
a decision. Every child will have one vote on what they think we should
do. For example, we might have a special party and we need to decide
where we are going to have a pizza party or a hot dog party.
Culture: This is a large area that we will deal with everyday.
Sometimes in a story, sometimes in a cooking activity, sometimes in a
discussion, or sometimes through a 'Special Sharer' (see - Parent
Connection).
~
This is an important part of the curriculum, offering a chance to
practices several other types of skills including: language, math skills, and
science concepts. Music is also a way of expressing oneself. It allows
children to show their own feeling and to start to learn about others. This
will help build a positive self-concept. We will also have musical movement
activities that help to improve the children's physical abilities.
Music Center: At different times during the year there will be a
music center. This area of the room is filled with interesting instruments
that are displayed in an inviting way. The instruments will be both store
bought and classroom made. I hope to be able to bring in different types
of music makers from around the world, to share with the children.
All Types: It is important to exposechildren to all types of music from
classical to rock to island chants. This gives children a chance to hear all
the difference in music and decide how they feel about it.

Art: I divided art into three major types (although there is some overlap):
Free Art: This type of art gives the children the most leeway. The art
center and the easel are good examples of free art. The children can
choose whatever art medium they wish to use and create anything their
mind can come up with. Process and high creativity
Guided Art: This is the type art we will mainly be doing during Art
Time. In this type of art, there is a set medium or idea, however the
children still have freedom in the final outcome. Process and product and
medium creativity (see - Art section in Unit)
Planned Art: This type of art is planned by the teacher. There might be
an example of the finished product. The main reason for the project is to
work on skills like cutting. We will not be doing this type of artwork
during Art Time. Process and product and low creativity

(
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~:
Evaluation is an important process of any child's learning. To
help in this process I am going to have a portfolio on each child in the
classroom. A portfolio is a purposeful, integrated collection of student work
showing student effort, progress, and achievement. It is important to involve
the students in selection and evaluation of the portfolio. On Fridays the
children will choose something from their work during the week to put into
their portfolio. Some things I will choose to put in, that I think shows how
they have grown and learned. Once a week usually on Fridays, the children
will pick on item to add to their portfolio. Some activities we do will
specifically be for the portfolio such us cutting and writing (Journal)
activities. We will also do a tape record of the children's voice during play
and work times. This can be added to each year the child is in school.
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Family Connection
Parent involvement and interaction is important not only to the help my
classroom run smoothly but also to help the children and their families work
well together. I feel that one of my jobs as a teacher is to work with the
families to support them in doing their job. My room is set up to prompt
parent interaction and foster a caring relationship between me and the
families.
Parent Exchange
In the classroom, there is a parent area for when the parents come to
visit. I invite the parent or family member in as often as he or she can come
in. However, I ask them to come in at least once during a thematic unit, so
they can see the changes in the room. The children can either be driven to
school or ride the bus. In the parent area, there are two boards, one board is
for classroom information (like lesson plans, class trips, newsletter, and
menus). The other board is for parent exchange information. Parents are
able to leave helpful hints for each other (like how to get a difficult child to
go to bed). Parents are able to ask for help (like if they need a sitter for a
night). They can also get and leave general information (like health care tips,
where to go for immunizations). This way the parents can feel like they are
apart of the classroom. The Parent Exchange lets the parents know that this is
a place to get help, not only from me but from each other too. They can even
start to build a network of friends and support.
Special Sharer
On the classroom information board will be a sign-up sheet for another
program, called "Special Sharer". Everyone has something that they have
knowledge on that no one else has. This program gives the parents,
grandparents, and other family members an opportunity to share this
knowledge with the children. For example, a Grandma may know a great
story that has been handed down for generations that she would like to share
with the classroom, or a uncle might be a frremen. The "Special Sharer"
program not only gives the family input to the overall classroom atmosphere,
but it also enhances the curriculum. The children in the classroom would
benefit from the abundant resources the family can provide. Also, this
program would open an door of communication from me to the family. In

(

addition to the family's resource, I am also going to have' Special Sharers' in
from the community.
Parent Committees
Another important way to get parents involved in the classroom is to
give them a voice. Parent committees and boards are helpful not only to keep
the parents informed but they also can help take some of the pressures off the
teachers. Parents might not have time during the day to participate in their
child's classroom but still want to be active. The parent committees and
boards are a perfect solution because they can meet after work hours, maybe
even later at night (so they will not miss out on time with their children).
Parent committees can handle individual events or problems of the classroom
or school. The parent board deals with the school as a whole. This gives the
parents a voice in how things are done. If a parent has a concern he or she
can take it to the board. Consequently, giving parents another line of
communication.

(

Daily Communication
Daily communication is the most significant parent connection. These
interactions add to the feeling of openness between the teacher and the
parents. Communication is a two way street and it is important that both
parties feel they can turn to each other with questions, concerns, and
excitement over the child. In this situation, I might not see the parent's
everyday so there are several things I can do to keep the lines of
communication open. First of all I will have a weekly newsletter that tells
what's happening in the classroom and what our plans are. Every child will
get a copy (or two if needed) to take home and the newsletter will be posted
in the classroom. I will also send positive notes home, at least one for every
child once a week, giving the parent a connection to what is happening in
school. If I felt I needed to share something that was not as positive about the
child actions, I would call the parent and make sure to get that personal touch.
In this day in age of technology, I would be sure to give parents my e-mail
address where they can reach me at any time.

Math and Science
(

Math and science are closely related and often overlap, so I am integrating them
into one section.

AB Patterning:
This type of math helps children to see a pattern in math. In the beginning, we
start off with very simple patterns like, AB, AB, AB (boy-girl, boy-girl, boy-girl). As
year goes on, the patterns get harder. We are going to start a new mini-lesson on sizes. I
don't want to start a new unit right after a break. So during the introduction week we are
going to go over combinations of ABC patterning.
Day I-ABC
Day2-AABC
Day 3 -ABBC
Day4-ABCC
Day 5 - Choose of ABC (I will take a picture and add to the child's portfolio)
Day 11 - AB dealing with large small, a new math concept

Sizes:
~

\

Measuring a Brachiosaurus - Day 6, the children will go out the playground and see
'how many Kindergartner's around a Brachiosaurus?'. Before hand I will use masking
tape to make an outline of a Brachiosaurus. The children will estimate how many
children they think will be needed. When the children come out they will stand on the
tape and we will count how many kindergartners are needed to go around.
Other ways of Measuring a Brachiosaurus - Day 7, the next day we will brainstorm other
ways of measuring the dinosaur, then we will go out and measure. Some ideas are yard
sticks, ropes, unit blocks, footsteps and anything else the children come up with.
Graph of Brachiosaurus - Day 6 and 7, the first day we will make a graph of how many
kindergartners big a dinosaur is. The second day we will add the new findings to the
graph.
Dinosaur Friend - Day 9, the children will make a large dinosaur model out of boxes,
glue, tape, and what ever else is needed. Later the children will name the dinosaur and
write a group story.

Small
Measuring an Ornitholestes - Day 12, the children will go out the playground and see
'how many Kindergartner's around an Ornitholestes?'. Before hand I will use masking
tape to make an outline of an Ornitholestes. The children will estimate how many
children they think will be needed. When the children come out they will stand on the
tape and we will count how many kindergartners are needed to go around.

Other ways of Measuring a Ornitholestes - Day 13, the next day we will brainstorm other
ways of measuring the dinosaur, then we will go out and measure. Some ideas are rules,
string, unit blocks, and any other way the else the children come up with.
Graph of Ornitholestes - Day 12 and 13, the first day we will make a graph of how many
kindergartners big a dinosaur is. The second day we will add the new findings to the
graph. It is important to make comparisons to the other graph.
Weigh and Height - Day 14, during group time we will weigh and measure the height of
all the children.
Graph of Weight and Height - Day 14, during math we will make a graph ofthe
children's height and weight.
Other way of measuring - Day 14, later on the children will try and find other ways of
measuring themselves then add it to the graph.

Sets
Sets discussion - Day 16, we will talk about sizes (er and est). We will work as a group
to come up with small, smaller, and smallest dinosaurs and big, bigger, and biggest.
Strophom Ball- Day 17, I will have lots of different size balls that the children will sort
into sets.
In the Room - the children will have to find several sets (about 3 of each - large and
small). After they have practiced a couple of times (about 2), they will find one of each
for their portfolio. I will take a picture and add it.

Math Center:
Counting items: there are always lots (at least 10 baskets) of different types of
manipulates that can be used for patterning, counting, sizing, sorting, and anything else
the children can thing to do with them. Some examples are bears, buttons, beans, and
beads. For these unit I am going to add small plastic dinosaurs.
Shapes: there are several different block shapes that the children can make designs with
or use pattern cards with.
UNIX Cubes: that can help the children with counting and one to one correspondence.

Math Games:
There are several different math games some that stay in the center and some that
are designed to support the unit.
Race for a Flat - this group game deals with the idea of exchanging 10 single for a row
of ten, ten rows for a flat of a hundred. I feel that a teacher needs to sit in on this game
for the game to go as designed. This game is in the center most of the time.
Trouble - this game in the center most of the time. The children push a top and dice
change, the children have to count the dice and move their piece. After they know how
to play the game they can do a pretty good job by themselves.
Matching games - homemade games that match the theme and deals with two items
together. For this unit, there are two matching games on dinosaurs. At least two people
are needed for this game.
Counting games - homemade games that match the theme and deals with counting. For
this unit, there are two counting games one about dinosaurs one on fossils. This game
can be for one person, but works better as at least two or small groups.

Sequencing cards - homemade games that match the theme and deals with sequencing.
For this unit, there is one sequencing game that is designed for one child to play alone.
Part Whole games - homemade games that match the theme and deals with whole part
relationship. For this unit, there are two games that are designed for one child to play
alone.
Puzzles - there are always there are lots of puzzles of varying degrees of difficulty.

Weekly Estimation Jar
During these weeks we will have several items. The first week we will have,
during Plant Eaters week will have large plastic eggs, during the meat eaters week we
will have small plastic dinosaur, and Fossil week we will have clean bones from the
butcher, the last week we have some many other things planned that we are skipping it.

Graph of Favorites
We will make several graphs of the children's favorite. On Day 23, we will make
a graph of the all time favorite dinosaur, favorite meat eater, favorite plant eater, and
favorite part of the unit.

Dramatic Play Area
For this unit, I am changing the housekeeping area into a dig site. First of all, I
will take out all the kitchen type items. I will add in a child's pool (the smaller type).
There would be sand in it. I would also add digging tools, bones, and plastic dinosaurs. I
would also add a sheet over the top of the area to give it a look of being a tent. There
would be lots of clothes that the children can look like diggers. I would have glasses,
hats, and bandannas.

Science Center
Bone boxes - in the large Rubbermaid containers (4 boxes) I will have mixed a
combination of sand and cement. I would add in bones to the mixer before it dries. This
mixture is perfect for the children to be able to dig out bones for themselves. I would add
these boxes during Fossils Week.
Earth History Time Line - this is a very basic chart. The purpose is just to show the
children that dinosaurs are no longer around. I have a chart, made by Educational
Design, called "Our amazing time chart of earth history". It is sectioned into different
time periods and has pictures of the animals that belong in that time. It will be laminated
and placed on the wall.

Science Games
Food Hunters - this game helps the children to take a close look at the dinosaur. I will
show a blow up picture of a dinosaur. The children will be working in small groups.
Each group will have several different types of food (some meat eaters, some for plant
eaters). After looking at the picture, they group will decide what type of food the
dinosaur would like to eat by looking at the teeth.

Social Studies
Interactive Billboard - In the classroom, there is a billboard that deals with basic social
studies ideas. To help the children get involved, I make the board as interactive as
possible. For this unit, we will have a map of the world on the board. We have worked
with maps before, so they have seen this map. As the unit progresses, we will add a
push-pin into the map (for where the dinosaur was found) for every dinosaur we talked
about, red for meat eaters and blue for plant eaters. I have a 'dinosaur-wheel' from
scholastic, that states the dinosaur's name, what they eat, where they have been found,
and how large they are.
Dinosaur Life Span - After reading I didn't know dinosaurs laid eggs, we will make a
simple life span chart of a dinosaur. Using this book and other informational books we
will design a life span chart for a dinosaur.
History Life Span - This is a very basic chart. The purpose is just to show the children
that dinosaurs are no longer around. I have a chart, made by Educational Design, called
"Our amazing time chart of earth history". It is sectioned into different time periods and
has pictures of the animals that belong in that time. It will be laminated and placed on
the wall.

(

Dinosaur Tracks - This activity is planned during Art Time. The children are going to
use information books to find what dinosaur's footprints look like. When I am going to
cut sponges to match the prints. The children are going to make dinosaur prints with the
sponges and paint. Then the children are going to cut out the prints. One of the prints
will go into their portfolio as a cutting sample. The rest will be used to decorate the
room.
Fossil Imprinting - During this Art Time the children will use leaves and other natural
items (like shells and rocks) to make imprints. The children will make mud out of soil
and water. Then they will cover the item in the mud mixture. After the mud dries the
children can carefully break it apart. The one side of the mud will have an imprint on it.
Plaster Dinosaur - In this activity, the children will get a plastic dinosaur. They put
Vaseline around it, then put it in a cup. They can or I will mix up a bit of plaster- of-paris
(enough to cover about % of the dinosaur). A couple of days later the children can break
the 'fossil' out. Then each child has his or her own fossil.

Cooking Activities
Cooking activities are designed to integrate several subject matters together like,
science, math, social studies, and literacy. I plan my cooking activities so that the
children do most of the cooking. They get to cut, measure, mix, and bake. The children
are in charge of all parts of the activity from the preparation to the presentation.
Although, the teacher is a big part of the activity for safety and educational purposes.
These activities add to the children independence and self-esteem.

Dinosaur Footprint Pancakes
This activity is planned for the first week.
makes about 30 pancakes
2~ cups of milk
2 eggs
4~ cups ofBisquick
Mixing Pan
Spoon
Griddle
Specula
Knife
Butter
1. The children will stir milk and eggs until blended. Then they will stir in Bisquick.
To make Dinosaur Pancake the mixture needs to be thicker.
2. The children will pour the mixture onto a pot griddle. The thicker mixture will allow
the teacher to use the knife to make the pancake look like a footprint.
3. The children will tum the pancake over when the edges are dry. Cook until golden
brown.

Bront Salad (A Large Plant Eater Salad)
This activity is planned for the Plant Eater Week
feeds about 30 (large portions)
2 heads of lettuces (several different types)
2 bunches of carrots
2 bunches of celery
4 tomatoes
4 cucumbers
4 green peppers
2 colored peppers
1 onion
Several different types of salad dressings
Large bowl
Salad forks
Child-safe knifes and graters
Cutting boards
Bowls and forks (for eating)

1. Have the children wash the vegetables. Then have the children cut them on in the
cutting boards. The children will put the cut vegetables into the salad bowl.
2. The children will mix the salad together. Then get a bowl of salad and put their own
choose of salad dressing on it.

T-Rex Snacks (Mini-Hamburger)
This activity is planned for the Meat Eaters week.
feeds about 25 people
2 lb. Of ground hamburger (90 to 95% lean)
sliced cheese (for those who want it)
loft of bread
griddle
ketchup and mustered
several plastic glasses with a small mouth (about 3 to 4 inches)
plates and napkins
1. The children will need the meat. Then they will use the glass to cut the a small circle
out of the meat. They would put the meat onto the griddle to cook.
2. As the meant is cooking, the children will use an another glass to cut a piece of
cheese if they want it. Then the children will cut out two pieces of bread to make a
bun for their hamburger. They can also add ketchup and/or mustered to the bun.
3. The children will turn the meat. After it is cook they can add it to their bun.

Excavating a Chocolate Chip Cookie
This activity is planned for the Fossil week.
makes about 30 cookies
1Y2 cups sugar
1Y2 cups brown sugar
1Y2 applesauce (instead of butter)
3 eggs
1 t. vanilla
1Y2 cups flour
1 t. baking soda
1 t. salt
2 cups chocolate chips
bowl and mixing spoon
cookie pans
1. The children will mix the ingredients one at the time in the order listed. The children
will take turns mixing.
2. The children will spoon the mixture on the cookie pans. The cookies will bake for
about 7 minutes.
3. After the cookies are done and cooled, all the children will be given a Chocolate Chip
Cookie, some toothpicks, and a clean (never been used) paintbrush. The children will
be able to excavate the chips from the cookie using the tools. Of course they will be
able to eat the cookie when there are done.

Language

(

Journal:
We work on our journals about twice a week, usually on Tuesday and Thursday.
Some days are changed to fit the schedule. Although some days I do give a suggestion
for the direction of the journals, the children are always free to write about anything their
want to. Some days I have it designed for open writing (open). The children are at
different ability levels. Some are still drawing pictures for their work. Others are writing
down some words and drawing pictures. All work is accepted and is used in the child's
portfolio. This is a great means of showing the child's progress.
Introduction Week
Day 2 - What I did during break?
Day 4 - open
Plant Eater's Week
Day 7 - What hobbies do you have? (an extension from the book, Daniel's Dinosaur)
Day 9 - What is it like to be a plant eater?
Meat Eater's Week
Day 12 - open
Day 14 - What is it like to be a meat eater?
Fossil Week
Day 18 - Would you like to be a paleontologist?
Day 19 - open
Conclusion Week
Day 21 - What do you think we will see at the museum?
Day 23 - What did you see at the museum? (as a group we will compare the two entries)

KWL Chart
I am going to be doing one KWL (What we Know? What we Want to know? and
What we Learned?) chart this unit. The children have had several experiences doing this
type of chart. The second day of the unit is when I am going to introduce the chart. As a
group, we will talk about what we know about dinosaurs (the first part of the KWL
chart). I will be writing down what everyone knows on the chart, whether it is correct or
not. This is important for two reasons, first this information is meaningful it the child.
Secondly, this is an opportunity to model writing in front of the children. Next, we will
decide what we want to know (the second part of the KWL chart). I will write down
everyone's questions including my own. The last part of the chart (what we have
learned) will not be down till the end of the unit, on Day 24. At that time, I will take out
the chart and re-read what we have written about what we know. Then I will re-ask the
questions, and last we will see if we can answer them. I will fill in the last section of the
chart.

Letter's from Aunt Sue and Uncle Fred
See attached

(

Letter from Aunt Sue and Uncle Fred
Introduction Week

January 4th, 1997
Welcome Back Miss. Amber's Class,
During break we went skiing. We had a great
break. We hope you did too. Write and tell us what
you did.
Miss Amber tells us that you are starting to learn
about dinosaurs. That's Uncle Fred favorite thing to
write about. He sent Miss Amber a poem to read to
you.
Happy Learning,
Love Aunt Sue and Uncle Fred
This is written on the reading chart. As with anything on the reading
chart, the children get time to look over the letter (or poem) and then share
with the class what they know. They have been doing this since the begging
of school so they know the basic format of the letter. In this letter, there are
no really new words. They have had welcome back in there question of the
day (on Monday). We have done favorite graphs before and have a poem day
every week so they have seem that word before. They might have trouble
with dinosaur, however they will have that word earlier on the question of the
day.
The children can write to Aunt Sue and Uncle Fred whenever they
want to (open - they do not have to). Aunt Sue and Uncle Fred have a mail
box in the classroom. If they do write them, the child will get a individual
letter back from Aunt Sue and Uncle Fred.
I use this letter form in two ways. I will either use the letter to bring
new information to the class or set up an activities for later (like the poem).
Or I use the letter to go back over information we have already covered.
Also the letter is a great literacy activity.

Stories:
~

Group stories are when each child adds a line to the story. I start out with the first
line, written on a large chart paper. Then each child has a chance to add a line. After the
child has told me his or her line, I will write it on the chart paper putting the child's name
in parentheses at the end of the line. Then the child gets to illustrate his or her line by
drawing a picture. When the child is done with his or her illustration, the line is written
on the bottom. Depending on the child's ability level, either I will write the line or the
child will. I always give the child the option. Then when everyone is done, I bind the
book together. We read it as a class. Afterward the book goes into the classroom library.
The children have had multiple experiences with making this type of book. There are
several benefits to this type of activity. First of all, it gives the child a hands on
experience with how a book is made. They are learning the very basic structure of a
book. Also, it is an opportunity to model writing and a chance for the children to write as
well.
What if Dinosaurs Came Back - Day 5, as an extension of the Bernard Most book. The
starting line is What if Dinosaurs came back?, the children would add one from there.
Dinosaur Friend - Day 9, during the plant eater's week we are going to make a large
dinosaur out of boxes, the children are going to name him. Then we are going to write a
group story about him (or her). I will decide the starting line after I know the name of
our new dinosaur friend.
Dinosaur Play - for the Parent Party the children are going to perform a play, to write the
play we are going to do a group story, slightly modified. I will be helping more then
usually with the word choose. I am not sure of the direction of this play, it will depend
on the children's interests. I will be carefully listening to the children's conversations so
I will have a better understanding of their interests.

Individual:
An individual story is when the child writes and illustrates the book alone.
Although, the child can get help from the other children or me. The purpose of the type
of book is to allow the child to share his or hers understanding of a subject. It is a
meaningful way for the child to demonstrate knowledge over a concept without have to
memorize information that means nothing to him or her. This type of book helps me to
understand not only where the children are developmentally but also what type of
information the child is interested in, what they take away from our activities. The
children have done these books lots of times, so they are familiar with the format. We
have done individual books on ourselves, our friends, our families, snow, etc .. (one for
every unit). The books are 4 to 6 pages long plus a cover page. Each page has a fact or
idea about the subject of the book. The child illustrates each page and does some writing.
Some of the children can write (using inventive spelling) or copy words that describe the
picture, other might write their name. The children can use each other, informational
books, and me for ideas. The length of the book is not as important, what is important is
that the child has opportunities to share their knowledge and have chances at meaningful

Poems
Hopkins, L. Dinosaurs, Illustrated by M. Tinkelman. San Diego:
Harcourt, 1987.
~
(Introduction Week - Day 3 - Reading Chart)
Dinosaurs lived so long ago they never had a chance to know how many kids would love
to get a dinosaur to their pet!
By - Bobbi Katz
Whatever Ha ened to the Dinosaurs? (Introduction Week - Day 3 - Read)
Whatever happened to the Allosaurus, the Bachiosaurus, the Camptosaurus, the
Ceratosausus, the Cetiosaurus, the Coelophysis, the Corythosaurus, the Dimetrodon, the
Diplodocus, the Hypseaurus, the Iguanodon, the Megalosaurus, the Momoclonius, the
Ornithominus, the Parasaurolophus, the Plateosaurus, the Plesiosaurus, the Protoceratops,
the Scelidosaurus, the Stegosaurus, the Trachodon, the Triceratops, and the
Tyrannosaurus? Do you know?
By - Bernard Most
I'm Glad I'm Livin Now Not Then! (Introduction Week - Day 3 - Read)
When earth was yet a little child Dinosaurs lived free and wild. Some were as big as
spacious homes, Some as small as tiny gnomes. A few had wings to fly the skies With
giant beaks and searching eyes. Harboring murder in their breasts, They stole the
fledglings from their nests. One giant breed lived deep within Dark waters with its kindly
kin. Still others wandered mean and bold And ate each other, I've been told. I know
what might or must have been - I'm glad I'm living now, not then!
By - Lillian M. Fisher
Plant-Eater (Plant Eater's Week - Day 8 - Read)
Brontosaurus, thunder lizard, great Jurassic dinosaur dined on topmost leaves and
branches of tall prehistoric trees. He walked upon all fours with ease and never strayed
from water's edge, for when an enemy drew near he slid away from plants and sedge into
the watery depths to hide. He feared meat-eaters who could slide their teeth inside his
soft weak skin. His mouth was weak. He couldn't win a fight with any carnisaur. He
wanted a peaceful, gentle life with lots of plants and not much more.
By - Sandra Liatsos
To Brontosaurus - A Gentle Giant Dinosaur (Plant Eater's Week - Day 8 - Read)
Gentle giant dinosaur, Slow moving, kindly herbivore - Unprotected, no defense, with
tiny head, the rest immense. You walked about on stumpy legs And laid your grass at
water's edge, So babes could feed on plants and sedge And swim to hide form carnivores
Who fiercely screamed upon the shores. Did terror strike your reptile heart When
threatened to be tom apart By tooth and hom and saber scales? Your kind could only
fight with tails. But tails have never won a war, My gentle giant dinosaur. Yet science

knows a simple truth - The hom, the claw and saber tooth Have vanished from the earth.
New species have been given birth. Museum rooms now house your bones Alongside
footprints sealed in stones. Your ghosts are gathered from afar. My gentle giant
dinosaur.

By - Lillian M. Fisher

~
(Meat Eater's Week - Day 13 - Read)
A giant came into my dream And thundered to and fro. As thunder-lizards often do He
traveled high and low. He shook the hills and mountaintop And spilled the seven seas.
He drank: eleven rivers, He ate a hundred trees. But even thunder-giants sleep - He
wandered off to find his bed. I didn't notice where he went, I simply, quickly, woke
instead!

By - Lillian M Fisher

Fossils (Fossil Week - Day 18 - on reading chart)
Older then books, then scrolls, older then the first tales told, or the first words spoken, are
the stories in forests that turned to stone in ice walls that trapped the mammoth in the
long bones of dinosaurs - the fossil stories that begin Once upon a time.
By - Lilian Moore
What If... (Fossil Week - Day 18 - Read)
What if ... You opened a book About dinosaurs And one stumbled out And another and
another And more and more pour out Until the whole place Is bumbling and rumbling
And groaning and moaning And snoring and roaring And dinosauring?
What if .,. You tried to push them Back inside But they kept tromping Off the pages
instead? Would you close the covers?
By - Isable Joshlin Glaser
To the Skeleton ofa Dinosaur in the Museum (Conclusion Week - Day 21- Read)
Hey there, Brontosaurs! You were here so long before us Your deeds can never bore us.
How were the good old days? Did you really like to graze? Did you often munch With a
prehistoric crunch Or a giant tree - or - two or three For lunch? As you went yon and
hitter Were you ever in a dither When your head and distant tail Went different ways?
Did you shake the earth like thunder with your roars and groans? I wonder .. , Say it's
hard To have a conversation With your bones.
By - Lilian Moore
~
(Conclusion Week - Day 23 - Read)
Ponderous, he wanders by the lake; Swaying among ferns, he stops to take Mouthfuls of
new shoots. Contented, he - Dragging massiveness - expectantly Plunges his enormity
into Cooling waters, disappears from view.
By- Fran Haraway
~
(Conclusion Week - Day 23 - Read)
The last dinosaur Lays his head down, Tired as last. Tired from the long journey. No
food here, no warmth, Only earth, shivering and cold, So different from the past. Rocky

formations spring everywhere And palm fronds on longer sway. Gone are the balmy
days, For cold has come, Bringing blue death for so many Prodigious creatures now
fallen Who once roamed the earth, cousins Of this last dinosaur Who now waits for
death, Sighs, closes his armored eyelids, Lays down his spiked limbs.
Gone is the need for weaponry; For who is left to do battle? All have perished As will
this, last Dinosaur.

By - Victoria Day Najjar

How the End Mi ht Have Been (Conclusion Week - Day 23 - Read)
The tall ferns shivered And the palm trees quivered. A single bird call Wiffied the jungle
air, Its long chill note Hanging as if frozen there. Then a glacier came Slip-sliding
through, And the forest got so cold The lips of all The dinosaurs turned basic blue. It was
the end. Good-Bye. Farewell. Adieu!
By - Isabel Joshlin Glaser

Prelutsky, 1. Tyrannosaurus Was a Beast. New York: Scholastic, 1988.
~
(Plant Eater's Week - Day 8 - Read)
Brachiosaurus had little to do but stand with its in the treetops and chew, it nibbled the
leaves that were tender and green, it was a perpetual eating machine.
Brachiosaurus was truly immense, its vacuous mind was uncluttered by sense, it hadn't
the need to be cleaver and wise, no beast dared to being its size.
Brachiosaurus was clumsy and slow, but then, there was nowhere it needed to go, if
Brachiosaurus were living today, no doubt it would frequently be in the way.
By - Jack Prelutsky
~
(Meat Eater's Week - Day 13 - Reading Chart)
Tyrannosaurus was a beast that had no friends, to say the least. It ruled the ancient outof-doors, and slaughtered other dinosaurs.
By - Jack Prelutsky
~
(Meat Eater's Week - Day 13 - Read)
Leptopterygius lived in the ocean, Leptopterygius swam very fast, its head was
enormous, its fangs abundant, its temper ferocious, its appetite vast.
Leptopterygius, big as a city bus, was an insatiable ichthyosaur, anything captured by
Leptopterygius never was seen in the sea anymore.
Leptopterygius ate every morsel, it managed to catch in the long-ago sea, so I am grateful
that Leptopterygius isn't around to go swimming with me.
By - Jack Prelutsky

Songs

/

Three Dinosaurs (sing to the tune of "Three Blind Mice")
Three di no saurs
Three di no saurs
See how they play
See how they play
They chased each other all around
And when they do it SHAKES the ground
It really makes a terrible sound! !!
When dinosaurs run around!!!
When dinosaurs run around!!!
Dinosaurs
Dinosaurs
Dinosaurs
Dinosaurs
Dinosaurs
Dinosaurs
Dinosaurs
Dinosaurs
Dinosaurs

(

Move Ve Slowl (sing to the tune of "London Bridge is Falling Down")
move very slowly, very slowly, very slowly
move very slowly, JUST LIKE THIS!!!
take great big steps, great big steps, great big steps
take great big steps, JUST LIKE THIS!!!
reach way up high, way up high, way up high
reach way up high, JUST LIKE THIS!!!
are here no more, here no more, here no more
are here no more, THEYHA VB GONE AWAY! !!!

~

There was a great big dinosaur (raise arms over head)
Who lived on the land (hold arms out to the sides)
He ate leafy water plants (lock thumbs and wiggle fingers)
That grew in the sand (push fingers up through other hand)
He snapped at a leaf (clap on snapped)
He snapped at a tree (clap on snapped)
He snapped at a bush (clap on snapped)
And he snapped at me (clap and point to self)
He caught the leaf (clap on caught)
He caught the tree (clap on caught)
He caught the bush (clap on caught)
But he didn't catch me (shake head no)
Cause I was just pretending; Lucky-Lucky me! (smile)
We're Ridin Our Dinosaurs (sing to the tune of "The Farmer in the Dell")
We're riding our dinosaurs,
We're riding our dinosaurs
Up and down, side to side.
We're riding our dinosaurs,
We're resting our dinosaurs,
We're resting our dinosaurs
Sit back down, cross your legs We're resting our dinosaurs.

Guided Art:
Winter Break Art Studio - In this art activity the children will be able to make a
representation of their winter break. It is planned for the first Art Time. The children
have had several experiences with type of activity. They will be able to use several
different types of materials like, paper (tissue, construction, wall, and create), button,
newspaper, magazines, pasta, paint, yarn and other gift wrapping items (such as ribbon,
wrapping paper, and bows). The children also know that if they want a particular item
(and I have it in the class) they can also use that. The idea behind this type of activity is
to allow the children's creativity to have free rain.
Maia 's Nest - During this Art Time, the children will have a chance to make a large nest
in their color groups (4 children). This week I am reading Maia, A dinosaur grows up.
The book starts at Maia's nest, this activity allows the children to experience the next
hands on. They will be able to make the next from mud, tree branches, and leaves. As a
group the children will make the nest on their table. They can use as much time as
needed. When they are finished we will use the nest to decorate the room (also in the
play at the end of the unit).
Hallway Mural - This Art Time is planned to make a mural of how the children feel
about dinosaurs to hang in the hallway. The children will work in groups of about 5 at a
time. After we are done, the mural will be hung in the hallway in front of our classroom.
Clay Dinosaur - During this Art Time the children will have the opportunities to play
and molded clay. The children have only played with modeling clay one other time.
Although, play-dough is in the art center and open during Open Time. With this in mind,
I think that some children will just enjoy the feel of the clay, while others will want to
shape it. This experience is open so that the children can get what they want out of it.
Museum Studio Art - After the children have seen the museum, they will have a chance
to make a studio art picture of how they feel about it. The children have had several
experiences with type of activity. They will be able to use several different types of
materials like, paper (tissue, construction, wall, and create), button, newspaper,
magazines, pasta, paint, yarn and other gift wrapping items (such as ribbon, wrapping
paper, and bows). The children also know that if they want a particular item (and I have
it in the class) they can also use that. The idea behind this type of activity is to allow the
children's creativity to have free rain.
Custom - This is open for children who want to make a custom for our play. It is not
needed, but the children are welcome to make what every custom they want. I will help
as needed.

